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A Lot Accomplished in F:rst Year A Lot Stlll to Ba.

y fellow residents of Atlantic
Highlands, this first year went by
so fast | cannot believe it! It seems as
though we just got started. However, |
have been blessed to work with a
council of honest, God-fearing, town-
loving individuals. They have truly
made my job much easier!
Government moves very slowly.
Restrictions are placed on everything

we do in Government when we try to
get things done. In my opinion, the
cumbersome roadblocks in place by
Federal, State and County rules and
regulations, really were created to
make jobs for those who lobbied the
politicians. If the private secior were
restricted and reguiated as much as
Government is, nothing would ever get
done on time or at budget costs.

MAYOR
Frederick 1. Rast

In spite of these roadblocks, our
councii team, working together in a
non-partisan mannar, were able to get
a few things done. Those projects we
started but never finished were not due
to lack of trying. Your council and our
professionals in Borough Hall, are a
hard-working team. We were success-
ful in many things: We were able to
protect our water supply system by
repairing one of the two wells that were
down and repairing the million-gallon
water tank before a disaster occurred,
afthough we still must drill a new well
to replace the old well that is over 100
years old and no longer can be used.

We were able to find a truly eco-
nomical way to institute our town's
reverse 911 emergency warning sys-
tem {(which still has some bugs to be
worked out). First estimates were for
over $30,000 to set up — we got it for
less than $5,000 per year, plus in the
near future we may be able to tie into
the county's system.

continued on page 4

January-March

Her;e are the facts
on the Borough Hall
renovation project

recent article in the Asbury Park

Press reporting that your Mayor
and Council are considering a renova-
tion of Borough Hail — at a projected
cost of $5.5 million — has stirred some
controversy In the Borough. Unfortu-
nately, since most residents of the Bor-
ough do not attend the bi-weekly Mayor
and Council meetings, the discussions
taking place around the Borough do not
include the entire reason why this reno-
vation needs to take place.

Borough Hall was constructed approx-
imately 39 years ago and has served the
Borough well over the years. However,
over the past few years, we have found
that the building was poorly constructed
in many areas. Back in the 1960s, the
installation cof a hot water heating system
was the up-to-date system lo install.
Even in today's buildings, a properly
measured and installed hot water system
would still be an excellent source of heat.
However, over the years the current sys-
tem has developed many leaks.

For many years these problems have
existed in Borough Hall and every
approach has failed to fix the problem.
There has been, and still is, an exten-
sive amount of mold continually forming
in Borough Hall. We have Borough
employees fix one area and then soon
after another area’is in need of repairs.

For years, the employees have been
complaining about the mold problem.
The Borough has spent over $400,000

confinued on page 6
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New Animal Control Ordinances in Effect
- Dogs & Cals Must Be Licensed —

n 2008 The Borough modified its
Animal Control Ordinances. The
complete document can be found on

the Borough web-site at
www.ahnj.com — in the government
section.

DOG LICENSING REQUIREMENTS
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 4:19-15.23,
municipalities are mandated to issue
annual dog licenses to all dogs seven-
months-of-age or aver, for a licensing
period beginning bstween January
and June. In order to receive a dog
license, the dog owner must first sup-
ply a rabies wvaccination certificate
signed by a licensed veterinarian indi-
cating that the animai's duration of
immunity extends throughout at least
the first 10 months of the 12-month
licensing period. Dogs that have a
duration of immunity which expires
prior to the 10-month period should
receive a booster vaccination prior to
the issuance of a license.

Atlantic Highlands has staggered
the expiration date of the dog license
with all expirations occurring no later

Attention
Residents

lgase refrain from putting any

shop towels, paper towels,
grease, oil, and any large items
into the sewer system.

These items are causing our
sewers pumps to clog up and back
up into the sewer system.

In 2008 and the first few weeks
of 2009, we have spent an addi-
tional $7,200 of your money in
maintenance toc unclog these
Sewer pumps.

Thanks for your cooperation in
this matter.

Atlantic Highlands
Water/Sewer Department

than June 30 in the calendar year fol-
lowing issuance, pursuant to N.J.S.A.
4:19-15.3a. Implementation of this
system will allow flexiblity in setting
the expiration date of the license,
which will benefit dog owners by
allowing better matching of the dog
license expiration date with the rabies
vaccine schedule of the dog.

An exemption will be granted to the
vaccination requirement for a dog that
a licensed veterinarian certifies in writ-
ing, cannot be inoculated due to a
infirmity, physical condition or regimen
of therapy. Such cerification must be
for a specific medical condition and
not because the veterinarian or owner
does not want to vaccinate the animal
before the previous duration of immu-
nity lapses.

DOG LICENSING FEES

Dog license fee, shall be ten ($10) dol-
lars for each dog, plus one ($1) dollar
for N.J. registration and twenty (20¢)
cents for N.J. Pilot Clinic Fund, plus
three ($3) dollars for non-neutered
dogs only for N.J. Pet Population Con-
trol. An additional late fee of five ($5)
dollars per dog license shall be paid
by all persons purchasing a license 30
days after expiration of such license.

RABIES CLINIC
Free Rabies Clinic will be held on
Thursday, March 19 from 6 p.m. uniil
7:30 p.m. at the Fire House on East
Mount Ave.

Dogs used as guides for blind per-
sons and commonly known as “Seeing
Eye” dogs shall be licensed and regis-
tered as other dogs except that the
owner or keeper of such dog shall not
be required to pay any fee.

CAT LICENSING

No person shall own, keep, harbor or
maintain any cat within the Municipali-
ty, over seven months of age, unless
such cat

is vaccinated and has

obtained a license from the Municipal
Clerk. Proof of licensing shall be pro-
duced by any person owning, keeping,
harboring or maintaining a cat upon
request by any health official, police
officer, animal control officer or other
authorized person.

EXCEPTION '

Any cat may be exempted from the
requirements of such vaccination upon
presentation of a veterinarian's certifi-
cate stating that because of an infirmi-
ty or other physical condition or regi-
men of therapy, the inoculation of such
cat shall be deemed inadvisable.

CAT LICENSE FEE

The cat license fee shall be five ($5)
dollars for spayed cats and eight ($8)
dollars for non-spayed cats. An addi-
tional late fee of twa ($2) dollars per
cat license shall be paid by all persons
purchasing a license 30 days after
expiration of such license.

For questions or further information,
call Dwayne at 732-291-1444 ext 613.

Message to Ailantic
Highlands Residents:

t has come to the attention of the

Borough that many walkways have
not been maintained during the recent
inclement weather we have been hav-
ing.

Per Borough Ordinance 112-1 the
removal of show and ice must be
removed from the front of commercial
and residence sidewalks within 24
hours afier the snow ceases.

Failure to do so will result in the
issue of a summons. If for some
unforeseen reason the snow or ice is
not able to be removed they can con-
tact my office at 732-291-1122,

Theresa Radigan
Code Enforcement Officer
Borough of Atlantic Highlands




Don’t be duped by
Telemarketing
Scams

he New Jersey State P.B.A. has
been receiving an Iincreased
amount of complaints regarding the
practices of telemarketers calling on
behalf of Law Enforcement Groups.

THE N.J. STATE PBA AND ALL
ITS 360 LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS
THROUGHOUT NEW JERSEY DO
NOT UTILIZE TELEMARKETING
SCHEMES FOR ANY PURPOSE
WHATSCEVER.

The State P.B.A. is very proud of
the relationship that we have built
within ocur communities and will not
betray the trust of our citizens by
engaging in high pressure and inher-
ently deceptive fund raising
schemes.

Anyone receiving a suspicious or
harassing telephone call from a tele-
marketer should make every effort to
record the caller's name, phone
number and name of the group they
are calling on behalf of. The call
should then be reporied to the N.J.
Division of Consumer Affairs Hotline.
{800) 242-5848.

Courtesy of Atlantic Highlands
FBA Local 242
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ST. AGNES PARISH BIDS FAREWELLTO
ITS FIRST SCHOOL BUILDING

he campus of $t, Agnes Parish will

continue its renovations with the
demolition of the oid school building,
more recently known as the “"mini-
gym.” The parish will eventually
replace the building area with a prayer
grotte and garden dedicated to the
Blessed Mother.

As the cornerstone was carefully
removed, Paul Anderson came to
watch. In addition to his work on the
St. Agnes Finance Council and other
ministries and his status as a long-
time parishioner, Paul also had senti-
mental reasons for his presence — he
attended elementary school in the

Skip the Plastic Bag,
Free Cloth Shopping Bag Available Now!

To heip cut down on the amount of
plastic bags that ends up in our
local waterways and woodlands, the
Borough of Atlantic Highlands is offer-
ing to every borough resident a free
cloth shopping bag, courtesy of N.J.
Clean Communities!

You can obtain your free cloth bag
inside Borough Hall during normal
business hours. All we ask is that you
provide your name and proof of
address. Please, one bag per resi-
dent. Hurry, supplies are very limited!!

These bags are light-weight, but full-
sized shopping bags. They are brand-
ed with the borough's loge and an
encouraging message that “Aflantic

Highlands is a Clean Community!”

By using your free cloth bag while
shopping you are helping to keep our
environment healthy. Did you know
that it can take up to
1,000 years for a single
plastic bag to decom-
pose? Plastics
don't biodegrade,
they photo-
degrade, breaking
down into tiny
toxic pieces that
contaminate soil
and water, or
harm wildlife.

building.

“Will | miss seeing the school when
i drive past”? Paul asked. "Sure | will.
In reality though it's a building; just
mortar and bricks, What's really impor-
tant are the things my classmates and

| learned here... to love our God, io
fove our Faith, and to love each other.
And, oh yes, all those wonderful mem-
ories.”

A small metal box found inside the
cornerstona  contained ireasures
including a 1914 penny, a 1921 quar-
ter, a 1921 silver dollar and an indian
Head nickel. There was also a coin
commemorating the Golden Jubilee
celebrated at St. James parish in
1924. A crumbled newspaper from the
day was also part of the treasure.

With the assistance of the environ-
mental firm — Recycling the Past
Architectural Salvage — the process
of disassembling the building began
on Thursday, January 29. During the
salvage of the mini-gym, “Recycling
the Past” will be filmed for a television
documentary about recycling building
materials by the Do-li-Yourself Net-
work and The National Association of
Home Builders. Anderson was also
interviewed for his historical perspec-
tive. The building was erected in 1924
and was used as St. Agnes School
until the new building was opened in
19671t has been used forgym class-
es until the opening of the Parish Cen-
fer in 2007.
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We were able to install and com-
plete the Skate Board Park as prom-
ised to our residents for many vears.

The Bayshore Trail is nearly complet-
ed in Atlantic Highlands. We still need
to complete the trail through our Fire-
man’s Field that has been delayed due
to environmental restrictions and pend-
ing litigation with the Gas Company.

We have greatly reduced the ground
water infiltration into our sewer sys-
tem, thus saving thousands of dollars
by reducing the amount of liquids and
solids treated by the Middletown
Sewer Treatment plant. Simply put, we
have been paying for clean water
metered as sewerage when it is piped
to Middletown. We pay a lot of money
treating clean water as though it is
sewerage.

We have, through our hardworking
committees and volunteer groups,
been able to improve the quality of life
for our residents by keeping the fire-
works, the Fireman's Fair, holiday
decorations lining our streets, the
Memorial Day Parade, and many
other things. Our Chamber of Com-
merce has been revitalized by an
inspired leader and the support of our
elected officials, who actively and
aggressively support the many busi-
ness in town.

Althcugh we cannot allow Scouts
and other youth groups fo camp in
Lenape Woods, we are still working on
it. The real delay is from Middletown
Township, which still has not decided if
it is going to relinquish full control of
the wooded area — mainly within their
town but owned by Atlantic Highlands
— 1o us so we can allow camping. It
seems their town does not allow
camping, so we cannot until we have
full control of the land we paid millions
of dollars forl Two private owners
would take a couple of days tc make a
decision, instead of eight months!

We finally are making progress in
fighting the mold in Berough Hall. We
think the most sensible and economi-

Atlantic Highlands

cal way to correct our mold problem in
Borough Hall — as well as build a new
library — is renovating the existing
buijlding with a sensible addition.

Due to the new State and Federal
regulations, the cost of building a new
Borough Hall and Library, would prove
to be an astronomical amount of
money. If we renovate, correct the
moisture problem and expand the
existing structure, those regulations
will not apply and will cost us much
less to get the job done,

We have stopped political interfer-
ence in our various utilities, commis-
sions and commlttees

The only promises | make to our
people is that the Council and |
will continue to serve all of you,
without prejudice, malice,
political slant and on the
high morale ground to
the best of our ability.

In Borough Mall's operations, by
allowing the professionals to do their
jobs without micro managing from our
council, morale has increased — and
so has productivity.

Since Jan 1, 2008, | have insisted
that no one except current elected offi-
cials and town employees be allowed
in the Borough's work areas. The
heads of the various commissions,
utilittes and committees are allowed
access to confidential papers and
workspace of our Town Hall, on an as-
needed basis only!

On Day One — Jan. 1, 2008 — | had
locks and codes-changed and demand-
ed that no more political petitions be
allowed on the counters of Borough
Hall. In the past such petitions implied
that the town officials were endorsing
one political view or another.

No longer are we allowing the town
quarterly newsletter to be a venue
where the political views of the Mayor
and Council members are expressed.

I have reminded everyone that the
Councll and | were elected to serve
equally al! of our town's people, regard-
less of their paolitica! affiliations. We will
not subject our citizens to our own polit-
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ical views, while in our official capacity.

Our team has set goals to support
bringing back the old “Hometown Tra-
ditions” that made us, as long-time res-
idents of Atlantic Highlands, love our
community 50 much. The Santa
Clause rekindling by the First Aid
Squad has brought joy to all. The direct
involvemnent of our Mayor and Council
brings back memories | have of May-
ors Waldron Smith and Everett Curry
visiting my home when | was a young
boy, along with Councilman dressed as
elves during Christmas time.

We are trying fo set up an “old tradi-
tion" of ice-skating in the harbor. Moth-
er Nature has not cooperated yet and
we have had some technical problems.

Next year, | would like to find some
place in our town where we can have
a safe siedding hill. When | was a
child, Mount Avenue was always
blocked off during heavy snows. | am
not suggesting we do that again but |
bet we can find some private land,
some place where we could at least
have a "kiddy hill" safe for the little
ones to enjoy. After all, our children
are our greatest asset,

We are in very hard economic times.
It has dramatically hurt all of us, God
only knows when it will get belter but
at least Atlantic Highlands can remain
an oasis where people can enjoy life,
raise their families, be protected by
our fine Police, Fire and First Aid per-
sonnel and be thankful they have this
lovely community to come home fo at
the end of the day.

The only promises | make to our
people is that the Council and | will
continue to serve all of you, without
prejudice, malice, political slant and
on the high morale ground to the best
of our ability.

You know we have seven churches
in town — their clergy do wonderful
things for our community. [ ask them
all to pray for us as elected officials to
give us the guidance and strength to
do the best job possible for our com-
munity.

God Bless you and your loved ones
and God Bless and keep our United
States strong and safe for all of us and
our children.




President Barack Obama's urging
of Americans to “find meaning in
something greater than themselves” is
already in play with a group of Atlantic
Highlands teenagers who are part of
the Atlantic Highlands First Aid & Safe-
ty Squad’s Cadets program.

“The cadets bring youthful energy to
our squad and increase the dynamics
of our already diverse and interesting
membership,” said Andrew Crawford,
captain of the AHFAS and one of the
Cadet advisers.

The Cadet program of the Atlantic
Hightands First Aid & Safety Squad is

ATLANTIC HIGHLANDS STUDENTS GIVING BAGK AS FIRST AID GADETS

open to students between the ages of
14 and 17. Members participate in
group outings, learn basic first aid and
CPR skills, and, once they're 16-years
old can ride on real emergency calls.
Cadet members meet once a month
under the guidance of advisers Tom
Hayden, Bill Mount, and Crawford.

The program is designed to give
students a taste of the all-volunteer
organization, while also learning
important pecple and medical skills
that could come into play later.

“We are developing the emergency
responders of tomorrow and being able

Looking for a Job?

The Monmouth County Library can help
in two ways. They have resources avail-
able at the Career Information center at
the Eastern Branch, 1001 Route 35 in
Shrewsbury, and they have an online
link to many topics for those choosing a
career, job hunting, employment projec-
tions, and résume writing.

For more information or fo schedule
an appointment with the Career Center
Librarian, call the library at 732-683-
8980. For the online job links go to the
Monmouth County Library’s home page
at www.monmouthcounty.lib.crg and
click on “Services and Collections™ and
then "Career Center.”

2008 -~ Record breaking year

Circulation at the Library during 2008
was highest ever with 38,731 items hav-
ing circulated during the year.-Not only
were new high totals reached with book
and DVD rentals, but computer usage
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to reach them at such a young age helps

to ensure that quality emergency care

continues in the future,” Hayden said.
The Atlantic Highlands First Aid &

Safety Squad is an all-volunteer
organization that provides free
around-the-clock emergency medical
service and rescue operations to the
area. The AHFAS operates on dona-
tions from the borough and the resi-
dents. For information about the
organization, becoming a volunteer, or
the cadet program call the squad's
non-emergency number (732) 281-
8118 or log onto ahfirstaid.org.

Library News

also broke old records. Nearly one-half
of the residents of Atlantic Highlands
have library cards — there are 2,137
current users.

“Make Your Own Video Game”
Workshops :

in January, Black Rocket Productions
conducted a two-week workshop in
which participants ages 8-and-up stud-
jed the essential components of design-
ing their own video game, learning con-
ceptualization, play experience, chal-
lenge levels, graphics and elements,
music and sound, software, and simple
coding, all while having fun. Last sum-
mer, & similar program had been
offered. The response was so enthusi-
astic, the library has decided fo offer
more programs at both beginner and
intermediate levels this year.

Lapiops Donated to Library
A big thank you fo the Buddy Franklin

and the Mitre Corporation who arranged
for 10 used laptops to be donated io the
Library. Mr. Franklin, who works for
Mitre is also & member of the Cesaria
Masonic Lodge of Keyport, became
aware of the need when he was
approached by Slim Faller of the Mon-
mouth Lodge of Atlantic Highiands for
our Legos Robotics Class {see follow-

ing.)

Lego Workshops

Gladys Rios, of Port Monmouth, who
heads up First Lego Team #1324, con-
ducted several workshops in January
for children @-and-up. The participants
fearmned how to build and program a
robot using Legos. The team is looking
to form a competition team and is look-
ing for new members. The Library plans
to offer mare of these programs in the
future; if you are interested in participat-
ing, please call the Library at 732-291-
1958.
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Foreclosure Alone
Is Not Grounds for
Eviction

Tenanis have a right to stay
in their homes during a
foreclosure and after resale
of the property

n 1994, the New Jersey Supreme

Court held that the Anti-Eviction Act
protects tenants even when the proper-
ty where they live is in foreclosure or
has been foreclosed. A bank or other
lender that forecloses on a residential
properiy covered by the Act takes that
property with the tenants still in it. And
if the lender resells the property to
another owner, that owner also takes
the property still occupied by its ten-
ants.

Residential tenants in New Jersey
cannot be evicted solely because the
property where they live is in foreclo-
sure or has been foreclosed. In gener-
al, New Jersey law protects tenants
against eviction from their homes so
long as they:

* pay the rent,

* respect the peace and quiet of their
neighbors,

» avoid wiliful or grossly negligent
damage to the property, and

* obey the reasonable rules they
have agreed to in writing.

The laws protecting tenants from
eviction apply throughout foreclosure
proceedings and continue to have
effect even after a new owner buys the
property.

If you feel that you are at risk of being
evicted from your rental home because
of a foreclosure, here are some num-
bers you can call for help:

Legal Services of New Jersey
888-576-5529

New Jersey Tenants’ Organization
201-342-3775

Department of the Public Advocate,
Division of Citizen Relations
609-826-5070

Atfantic 'H't;gﬁl'anrfs

CBorougﬁ Hall

continued from page 1

during past years addressing the prob-
lems and getting studies done. None of
these costly efforts have worked to
date. Simply put, we are not able to get
to the root of the problem and yet we
continue to put good money over bad
money. We can only band-aid a prob-
lem for so long and exhaust all options
before a permanent solution needs to
be found.

* The mold in Borough Hall is being
caused by many reasons. The hot
water heating/air conditioning sys-
tem in the building has multiple leaks
inside the walls and ceilings.

The construction of the building was
such that the building was not prop-
erly insulated and sealed for mois-
ture.

There were no French drains or
exterior drain system built around
the building.

The buflding's foundation was not
sealed consistent with acceptable
sealing practices, such as black tar,
membrane and then another coat of
black tar. The builders just painted
biack tar-type paint on the founda-
tion.

There was no underground drainage
system installed and flooding occurs
from below the basement slab.

o

Furthermore, over the years previous
administrations were against having
any shrubbery or trees cut away from
the building so the sunlight could dry out
areas surrounding the building after
heavy rains. As such, the shrubbery and
trees have become overgrown and
unmanageabie. The area needs
improvement.

As a resident of the town, | only found
out about the problems when | became
a Councilman in 2001. Plans were
made to tear down the old building and
bulld a new Borough Hall which was
originally estimated at over $11 million
in costs,

Currantly one Union has given notice
to the Borough that they are contem-
plating taking legal action against the

Beacon
Borough if work to address the issue is
not taken and for allowing an unhealthy
work environment for Union members
to work in for many years.

We must correct the problems before
we have to pay hundreds of thousands
of dollars to lawyers, possibly millions in
damages and milions to correct the
problem. We need to provide our
employees with a safe working environ-
ment so the day-to-day business can be
accomplished and provide you, the res-
idents, with a safe Borough Hall for you
to conduct businass.

Otften times, being the elected leader
requires tough and unpopuiar decisions
that must be made. So recently, | have
asked for a sensible survey of our facil-
ity with the understanding that | want to
have the most inexpensive way to prop-
erly address the problems and protect
the work environment. '

Previous plans discussed included
building a new Borough Hall and Library
on land that would be purchased in
another location in the Borough. Those
plans would have cost in the area of $11
or $12 million. In addition the acquired
property would cost about $1 million
and would take a currently taxed prop-
erty off the books. This absolutely made
no sense fo me.

| asked for a recent survey, with the
understanding that we were going to
stay in Borough Hall and renovate the
existing building plus expand the exist-
ing Library. The current location of Bor-
ough Hall is in the center of town. It is
the “hub of our administrative offices”
with the Fire and First Aid Building,
Police Headquarters and Library. It
makes total sense for us to remain
where we are.

An independent survey identified that
it would cost approximately $3 million to
correct the current problems in Borough
Hall, without Borough Hall being
expanded in any way and without an
expanded Library. Keeping everything
physically the same way it is now, in the
same footprint with the undersized
library, we would be spending approxi-
mately $3 million. '

We contracted with an architectural

continued on page 7




firm and made it extremely clear to them
that we wanted to find the most econom-
ical way for us to correct the problems in
Borough Hall and build a substantial
Library as an addition to the current Bor-
ough Hall. We also want to make the
renovated Borough Hall and Library to
be much more energy efficient.

The end result is that the completed
project with the new Library and
expanded Police Headquarters has
been estimated by the architectural firm
as being approximately $4.3 million for
the base project. In addition, one rendi-
tion they had was to add new cells in
the Police Department and a drive in
Sally Port. We are discouraging both of
these unneeded expenses.

Further, at the suggestion of Council-
man Jake Hoffmann, we asked for a
cost evaluation to build a "vanilla box,”
(empty space) under the library that has
heat and electric installed for future
expansion if needed. We were sur-
prised to find out that the additional cost
to complete this space would be
$240,000 added to the whole project
that could be used in the future. For this
additional money, it would make no
sense for us not to include this in the
project. Some of this proposed space
has been set aside to allow the Borough
to store mandatory flles that we current-
ly house off site at a cost of approxi-
mately $7,000 per year, thus making
them readily accessible,

The end result is that the completed
project, even with an crnate library patio
which was added to the design as well
as the empty space for future expan-
sion, was estimated at $4.9 million.
Therefore, for $1.9 million above the
absolute required costs of correcting
the existing problems in Borough Hall,
we would have a new and expanded
Library, expansion capabilities, and a
totally renovated building.

These renovations include all new win-
dows, an elevator to satisfy handicap
accessible requirements, insulation that
does not exist in the current building
which would keep our energy costs lower,
four separate forced hot air heating and
air conditioning units, as well as required
ADA compliance structural changes to
the building, an expanded Police Head-

guarters and court room fo satisfy the
new mandates for security. The renova-
tions will have the ability to be zoned with
separate heating and air conditioning
units that would allow some units to be
turned down completely while others are
running, thus saving energy costs.

...for $1.9 million above the
absolute required costs of
correcting the existing problems
in Borough Hall, we would have
a new and expanded Library,
expansion capabilities, and
a totally renovated building.

Unfortunately, because many of our
residents do not attend Council Meet-
ings, there have heen rumors circulat-
ing around town that the expenditure of
money was far too exorbitant. If we
were to build a new building, rather than
renovate the old, the State of New Jer-
sey's new regulations would increase
the costs by millions. If we renovate the
existing building we are not bound by
many of the new, in my opinion over
restrictive, regulations that exist.

Over the years we have received vio-
lation after violation that Borough Hall is
nat handicapped accessible and we
have paid fines. The new renovations
would satisfy all of the ADA problems of
today plus add much needed space.

The town has bonding capabilities
above what this new renovation would
cost. In addition we are researching
grants of monies that would also reduce
the total cost to ali of us for this renova-
tion. As an example, under the Smart
Growth Policies in the State of New Jer-
sey, we are going to apply for credits
because the new heating and air condi-
tioning units, combined with the added
insulation, would make the building
much more energy efficient. This allows
us to apply for grants that would pay for
a portion of the heating and air condi-
tioning systems.

Further, because we are building a
new Library, we have been advised that
there is possible grant money available
for new libraries on the State and Feder-
al levei. Also under the economic stimu-
lation package provided by State and

Federal Government, we are applying for
some additional funding based on the
fact that we are renovating our Borough
Hall, improving security to our court room
and improving Police Headquarters. We
will also apply to the Monmouth County
Community Block Grant Program for the
much needed ADA improvements.

| realize that none of the grant money
is guaranteed at this time; however we
will immediately apply for all such
grants to make our out-of-pocket
expenses less. We are also going to
have a public forum, to discuss all of
these facts with anyone from the gener-
al public that is interested.

As | said before, many of the people
who are spreading rumors are doing so
without having a command of the true
facts and knowledge as to how much
effort has gone info reducing the poten-
tial cost to our Borough.

The kay point to remember is if we
were to do nothing to change the size of
Police Headquarters, nothing to change
the size of the Library and no changes to
the interior of the building, cther than
ADA and the mald problems, it is esti-
mated that the cost would be approxi-
mately $3 million. Why would we ever
consider spending $3 million, without
getting everything else we need for now
while taking into consideration future
expansion? By spending perhaps anoth-
er $2 to $2.5 million, we accomplish
what | feel is essential to running good
government. The dollar quote that was
in the newspaper of $5.5 million was
including engineering and professional
fees. Unfortunately these fees are going
to be paid no matter if we go forward
with a renovation project or simply keep
putting a band aid on the problems.

During these tough economic times,
any expenditure of money is frightening,
but also during these tough economic
times we found that we can get contrac-
tors to do more work for less money. We
are hoping that if we act quickly and
lack in contractors now, we may be able
to save a lot more money. My intention
is to try and bring the entire project
down in costs, even including the pro-
fessional fees, to as close to an even $5
million as possible.

Mayor Frederick J. Rast Ll
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Atlantic Highlands Recreation Schedule 2009

Check the recreation link of www.ninf.com
for alf up-to-date information.

Events

= April 4th is our Easter Egg Hunt to be held
at Fireman’s Fleld (rain date April 5th).

 May 16th is the Town-wide Garage Salg
{rain date May 17th). To get your house
on the map, register at Town Hall during
the month of April.

« Our Summer Concert Serles is heid June
through September at the Harbor gazaho
gvary Sunday evening.

Sports

Baskethall
The seasan began on January 5th and ends
on Mareh 15th,
= The Basketball Shoot out will be held on
March 28th.

Soccer
Look out for socesr sign-ups to start on
March 21st at AH Elementary School.
* The season begins in August.

Events to Walch For
» Qutdoor movie nights this summer.
» Organized bus trips to the theatre in New
York City through out the year.
« Family whiffle ball tournament.

» Atlantic Hightands Day at Keansburg Water
Park.

» YARTS programs for different age groups
(sewing, paint and play, crazy concoc-
tions).

« Sports Clinics — Tennis, Field Hockay,
Basketball, Softball.

« October 31tst is our annual Hallowesn
Parade beginning at the Harbor and march-
ing down First Avenue to the Firehouse.

« December Gth is our Holiday Tree Lighting at
the Harbor followed by a visit from Santa at
the first Aid Squad (rain date December th).

Summer Recreation

QOur summer racreation program is held at
Fireman's Field House July 6th through
August 14th from 9:00 am to noon for ages
5-13.

= Application deadline to sign up is June 20th.
« Applications for counselors will be accept-

ed at Town Hall starting in May.

Atlantic Highlands Recreation is an all volun-
teer committes. We are always looking for
activities we could bring to all age groups of
our cormmunity. f you should have any ideas
or suggestions please contact us at:

recreation@ahnj.com

- Atlantic Highlands
o Beacon :
Publlshed Quarterlv
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